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| REVIEWER REVIEWED, CHRISTIAN UNION, &c. 


(Concluded from page 612.) 
- To the Editor of the Christian Herala. 


Sm—Under the second head of Mr. Strong’s sermon he proposes 
io point out “‘some of the probable causes of this judgment,”* and 
observes, ‘‘ in our remarks on this head, we are speaking of our sins 
as a city, as a community, as a people.”+ With this assurance, we did 
not look for a great degree of individuality in his remarks, either as 
it regarded churches, er persons, but still we find him offering a few 
specifications of the sins of each. When he therefore came te notice 
the sins of the church, we did expect his rebukes to have fallen on 
her fer her divisions, and jealousies, and party feelings. For these 
we have long felt to be a sore evil in the church on earth; and indeed 
her great and crying sins in the ears of the God of Zion, who regards 
all, even the most weak and imperfect of his saints as the applejof 
his eye. The church, by her divisions, party feelings and conten- 


tions, has done more injury to the cause of Christ, and been the | 


means of hardening more souls in impenitence, than all the infidels in 


the world could have done, had she set before them an example of ~ 


union, peacey and brotherly love. The Christian church must be 
united in one fold, under one shepherd. Until this be her happy 
state, ‘*‘ the king’s daughter” cannot be ‘‘all glorious within ; her 
clothing,” or external:appearance, cannot be “‘ of wrought” or beat- 
en “ gold ;” she cannot be presented “to the king in raiment of nee- 
dlework,”’ nor will her ‘‘ garments smell of myrrh, &c.”’{ Will there 
be “ envying, and strife, and divisions’’§ in the church, in the day of 
which God has said ‘‘ the wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leo- 
pard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf, and the young i 
and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them,’”|| &c., an 

‘‘ they shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain?” Enter- 
taining such views, and believing in the fulfilment of these, and many 
other similar prophecies, what think you, Mr. Editor, was my sur- 
prise to learn that the author of this sermon, considers the damning 
sin in the churches of New-York to be a spirit of union among differ- 
ent sectaries !! “Is it possible that Mr S. wishes division and conten- 


* The late Pestilence. + Sermon, page 12. } Psalms, xly. § 1 Cor. iii. 3, — 


{| Isa. xi. 6, 13. 
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tion always to pervade the church of God? Is it possible that his 
heart says, concerning her and her members, 


*¢ Havoc, and spoil, and ruin, are my gain!” 


Or, is there in his view, no church of Christ on earth, except his 
own favourite “reformed Zion 2?” Will he anchurch all who do ‘not 
belong to her ? and leave te the ** uncovenanted mercies of God’ all 
who worship the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, out of her pale ?— 
What a strange paragraph is the following : 

‘* Arminius, whose doctrines were condemned in the Synod [of 
Dort,] declared, a little before his death, (as he stated in his last 
will,) that the great object’ he had in view, in all his theological and 
ministerial labours, was to unite in one community, cemented by the 
bonds of fraternal charity, Christians of all sects and of all denomina- 
tions, (Papists excepted,) whatever their religious sentiments might be. 
How near many of those who call themselves: orthodox, in some 
churches in this city, are approximating to this spirit, is left for the 
reader to determine.”’* 

We do not know the feelings of every Christian in this city, who 
is called ** orthodox,”’ but we know of many who desire, and who fer- 
vently pray, that Christians may not only ‘‘ approximate,” but actual- 
ly come up to, and act upon “ this spirit.” And pray, Mr. Editor, 
what is ‘‘ this spirit,” the influence’of which Mr. 8.’so much dreads, 
and against which he warns his brethren with so much zeal? Why 
simply this, sir; ‘‘ To unite in one community, cemented by the bonds 
of fraternal charity, Curistians of all sects and’ denominations,” 
And how much, we would ask, does “‘ this spirit’ differ from the 
spirit of the following prayer? ‘* Holy Father, keep through thine 
own name those whom thou hast given me, that they may be one as 
we are.” ‘Neither pray I for these alone ; but for themalso which 
shall believe on me through their word; that they all may be one, 
as thou, Father, art in me, and | in thee, that they also may be one in 
us; that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. And the 
glory which thou gavest me I have given them, that they may be: one, 
even as we are one: I in them, and thou in me, that they may be 
made. perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast 
sent me, and hast loved them as thou hast loved me.’’t 

Are not all Curistians brethren, in the highest and most perfect 
sense? Have they not all one Father, and one elder Brother? And 
can Mr. S., in the spirit of his sermon, say of them, “‘ Behold how 
good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!’t 
Or, must he view such union 


f————-——With jealous leer malign ;” 
and at the same time groan inwardly, and say within his heart, 


“ what do mine eyes with grief behold !— 
Sight hateful, sight tormenting ! !” 


If such be his feelings, (which we hope is not the fact) he is surely 


* Sermon, note, p. 22. t John, xvii. 11, 20—23. t Psalms, cxxxiii. } 
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an object of pity, and we pray he may soon be relieved from such an 
unhappy influence. ~ a 

This Christian unity, is said to be like “the dew of Hermon’”’ 
‘upon the mountains of Zion :” and it is said that upon this union 
‘*the Lord commanded the blessing, even life for ever more.”* And 
is it possible that this can be the sin in the church for which the Lord 
has commanded his curse, even the pestilence upon this city ! ! : 

To show that Mr. 8. is not misrepresented in the remarks here 
offered, we refer to the passage quoted in your review, page 490, in 
which he condemns the ‘system of ‘ benevolence’ and ‘ union’ ” 
which “has been manifested’ even ‘“‘ by many members of” his 
‘**own church,”’} and we beg the reader to turn to that passage and 
see for himself what are the author’s views on this important sub- 
ject. | 

This is not the first time that Mr. S. has raised his voice against 
the Union of Christians. He may probably recollect the time when 
he said with a kind of contemptuoussneer, ‘‘ The union of Christians 
sounds well :—there is acharm in the words!’’ Yes, “‘ the union of 
Christians’’ does *‘sound well,’’ and it will continue to sound well, 
while it will be eternally reverberated through the heavenly man- 
sions, ‘* Behold how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell 
together in unity.” It will sound well to the angels, and to the spi- 
rits of the just made perfect ; and it will sound well to Jesus, who 
prayed and who laboured that they all might be one. There is, in- 
deed, a ‘* charm in the words,” and in the spirit too; a charm which 
the touch of no human wand can break. The more sacred truth is 
applied to it, the more clearly is it seen, the more heavenly it be- 
comes, and the more is its binding influence felt. The spirit which 
unites Christians who are in so many respects one, though differing 
in name, and in external modes of worship, is the same spirit which 


influenced the apostles, and united them ‘‘in judgment, affection, doc- . 


trine, worship, and labours :”’ it is the same spirit which, producing 
love and union among the followers of Christ, evidences the divine 
original of the doctrines they profess. aie daa 

Mr. S. has given us the reason why he is the enemy of Christian 
union: if it be allowed to gain the ascendancy, he thinks he must 
‘bid farewell to his reformed Zion.” If it were true that his re- 
formed Zion is built up and sustained by party interests, and divisions, 
and contentions, there might be some cause for his fears: but in this 
case Mr. S. has misrepresented his own church. The church wi 
which he is connected does not stand on the narrow principle of par 
interests; but-is “ built upon the foundation of the apostles and pro- 
phets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone.”’{ And con- 
sequently would not be in the least endangered by the most perfect 
triumph of Christian union.. Neither do we believe any denomina- 
tion of Christians would lose any thing by the prevalence of such 
union, but what would be for the interest of Christ’s kingdom on 
earth that they should lose, and therefore, for their own interest. 


* Psalm cxxxiii. 3. + See the whole passage, Sermon pp. 23,24. + Eph. ii. 20. 
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To this position, we are confident, every feeling of “* sound, substan- 
tial, and well informed piety,’’* in this city, andin the world, will 
give its most hearty concurrence. The spirit of brotherly love, and 
Christian affection and union will have itg privileges and its happiness 
in spite of all the opposition which its enemies can bring against it. 
We have no fears that opposition to Christian union will ultimately 
prevail: our peculiar regret in this instance is, that a minister of the 
Gospel should lend his voice, his pen, and the sanction of his name 
to make the disciples believe that their Lord commands a curse in- 
stead of a blessing, on Christian efforts, that they all may be one in the 
bonds of love ; a spiritual ‘‘ building, fitly framed together,” ‘‘ an 
habitation of God through the Spirit.’’} 

But Mr. Strong’s opposition to Revivals of Religion is the part of 
the sermon which, in our apprehension, should, more than any other, 
affect the mind of the Christian community. We say, *‘ opposition to 
revivals of religion,”’ for every one who reads the sermon must under- 
stand, that, by his ‘‘ system of feeling,”’{ which he says ‘* places very 
little if any value upon the peculiar doctrines of Christ ;” by his ‘“‘ new 
system of making Christians,’ which he says ‘‘ would supersede the 
plan of God’s regenerating grace !!’’ he means those special outpour- 
ings of the holy Spirit usually called revivals of religion. As you have 
touched on this subject in the review, (although not altogether in an 
unexceptionable manner, ) there seems to be less need of saying much 
here ; but as it involves all our hopes of the enlargement of Christ’s 
kingdom, we must again beg your indulgence for one or two remarks. 
There can be no doubt but that Mr. S. designed these sarcasms to fall 
on those churches where revivals have most prevailed, and where, 
we believe, God has shed the richest of his blessings. If then, by a 
‘““new system of making Christians’’ he did mean revivals of religion, 
he has surely slandered the “ churches” alluded to.§ If he were 
acquainted with the men and the churches pointed at in this part of 
his sermon, he would certainly know that no men, or churches im- 
press and urge more constantly the necessity ‘‘ of God’s regenerating 
grace’’ than they ; and we know not how he could find it in his heart 
to say what he has. If he did not know this fact, he is more inex- 
cusable for indulging in such remarks upon a case to which he was a 
stranger. We hope Christians in this city, and in all our land, will 
pray for those, whom Mr. S. thinks have been spreading “‘ fatal poi- 
son,” by their ‘‘ system of feeling” and their ‘“‘ new system of making 
Christians,” that, if any of them are not God’s children, they may 
immediately become such, and also become one in the unity of the 
spirit, by the faith of the Son of God. 

The Holy Ghost is a Spirit of peace and love ;*and wherever his 
influences are diffused, there will be peace and love among the saints 
of God: there will be “‘ union” both in feeling and in action, in the 


* Sermon, p. 23. +. Eph. ii. 19—22. t Sermon, p. 23. 

§ And the censure of course, falls on the Presbyterian, Reformed Dutch, Bap- 
tist, Methodist, Episcopal and Congregational Churches, for all these denomina- 
tions have been blessed with special tokens of Divine favour in the effusion of the 
Spirit of grace upon their churches and congregations. 
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most perfect sense in which it can be experienced or, witnessed in 
this world. ‘‘ Independent interest as a separate section,”’* among 
the churches, will be forgotten and lost in the greater object of the 
honour of Christ in the salvation of sinners: and indeed, it may be 
expected that according to the measure in which these DIVINE INFLU- 
ENCES are given, the scene will resemble that of the day of Pentecost. 
Now the fact, that such feelings have been manifested by some indi- 
viduals and churches in this city, is to my mind amost striking evidence 
that the influences of the Holy Spirit have, in just that proportion been 
shed. down upon them. Under these influences it should be no won- 
der that they become the advocates of Christian union, particularly 
in their labours for the salvation of sinners ; for this is the very na- 
ture of such influences. It is, indeed, when taken in this view, that 
we cease to marvel, at the fact, that at such times * Christian union” 
becomes a kind of watchword among Christians ; since it is only the 
aspiration of the inward working of the Holy Spirit on their hearts. 
It is natural to suppose that they would speak of those things which 
they feel to be so happifying to themselves, that others might come 
to the same blessedness, and it appears unchristian to call such ex- 
pressions ‘‘ the cant of the day,” | when it is most evident they spring 
from the spirit of Christian love. This spirit among the saints, and 
spirit of feeling for the souls of poor sinners, is the same spirit which 
inspires love for the pure ‘‘ doctrines of Christ,” and him crucified, as 
the propitiation for the sins of men; and it inculcates these doctrines, 
that dying sinners may look to him and live, that Christ alone may be 
‘* honoured”’ in their salvation in ‘ this world’’ and that which is to 
come. ‘To the friends of ‘‘ union,” revivals, and “‘ feeling” we would 
say, goon; and fear not but that you shall be more than conquerors ; 
for though your enemies, and them that rise up against you be strong, 
yet be assured, that He who sent the Holy Ghost to breathe this spi- 
rit upon the world, is with you, to lead you to conquest and crown 
you with glory.. He who is for you is Lord of lords: He is greater 
than those who are against you ; we therefore again say, go on, and 
inculcate more than ever the spirit of union, revivals, an eace among 
the followers of Christ, and according to the degree of opposition 
with which you meet, so increase your energies in the holy warfare 
against sin and Satan: but do not ‘‘ render evil for evil unto any 
man :”’{ be careful, and ‘‘Let not your good be evil spoken of ; for 
the kingdom of God,” in this world ‘‘is righteousness, and peace, and 
joy in the Holy Ghost. For he that in these things”’ (i. e. righteous- 
ness, peace, &c.) ‘‘ serveth Christ, is acceptable to God, and approved 
of men.”’ “ Therefore follow after the things which make for peace, 
and things wherewith one may edify another.”’§ ‘‘ Peace be to the 
brethren, and love, with the faith of God the Father and the Lord Je- 
sus Christ.’”|| 

We would earnestly entreat all who have named the name of Christ, 
of whatever sect or denomination, habitually to keep this subject of 
CHRISTIAN UNION in mind ; and to pray constantly and fervently that 
we all may be one in Christ our Redeemer, in the bonds of love. 


* Sermon, p.24. + Sermon, p.24. {+ 1 Thess. v.15. § Rom. xiv. 16—19. 
| Eph. vi. 23 
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Lest we should be thought to infringe upon your critical preroga- 
tive, wé close our remarks, with a short extract from Mr. Strong’s 
sermon, which we think every citizen ought; to read, and lay to his 
own heart. . 


«¢ We should learn wisdom from the rod. We have seen our sins: let us for- 
sake them. We have suffered chastisement: let it tend to our profit. Wherein 
we have done wickedly as a community, let us do so no more. ‘Wash you, make 
you clean, put away the evil of your doings from before mine eyes: cease to do 
evil; learn to do well. The voice of God to this city is not to be mistaken. ‘ Be 
thou instructed, O.Jerusalem ! lest my soul depart from thee ; lest I make thee 
desolate, a land not inhabited.’ Let, then, every individual look to himself. Let 
every family look to itself. Let every church look to itself. Let all seek to di- 
tninish the amount of public guilt, by deep humiliation, by unfeigned repentance, 
by new obedience, by living nearer to God, and ‘doing more for his glory than 
heretofore has been done. It is greatly to be feared that our recent visitation 
has not been sancft 3; that many of our citizens have grown hardened under 
this judgment, and are now more ready than ever, to plunge into dissipation and 
folly.” —p. 25. 

re Let a then tremble! Let us not shut our eyes against @ sense of our guilt 
and our danger. Let us not harden our hearts through the deceitfulness of sin ; 
but let us confess and forsake our transgressions. Let us amend our ways and 
our doings ; and cast ourselves upon Him who is ready to forgive, and abundant- 
ly able to save. In wrath, he hath remembered mercy. ‘ He hath not yet dealt 
with us after our sins, nor rewarded us according to our iniquities.’ ‘ Come then, 
and let us return unto the Lord,’ for he hath torn and he will heal us; he hath 
smitten and he will bind us up.’ *‘ Who is wise, and he shall understand these 
things ? prudent, and he shall know them? for the ways of the Lord are right, 
and the just shall walk in them ; but the transgressors shall fall therein.’ ”’—p. 26. 


C.U. 





For the Christian Herald. 
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Second Letter from Senex to his Daughter. 
“Lo children are a heritage of the Lord.” 


‘* AHERITAGE”’ was explained in my first letter—It will be the object 
of the present, to show, in what sense, children are of the Lord. 

I. They are so, as he is their rightful owner. He formed and fa- 
shioned them, gave them their wonderful powers and faculties, and all 
the charms they possess. The Lord is as truly the maker of chil- 
dren, as he was of Adam and Eve, the first pair of our race, from 

whom all the rest have proceeded. Their bodies are fashioned in a 
most admirable manner! Every member carries with itthe marks of 
design, and is wonderfully fitted for its proper office. Their souls 

are much more admirable still! They have most astonishing powers ! 
They can think, reason, choose, or refuse, love, or hate! 

The human body and soul are united together ina manner perfect- 
ly mysterious ; and constantly affect each other in a way which no 
finite mind, fully understands. The child and philosopher feel it ; 
but are both, alike, unable to explain it. . 

, Children, however wonderful in their formation, are only lent to 
parents—and it may be, but for a short time. God, who lent them, 
has a perfect right to take them back whenever he pleases. The 

‘history of the world, and our own observation, show us that he often 
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does it immediately, They merely breathe, gasp anddie. ‘‘ He com- 
eth forth as a flower, and is cut down: he fleeth also as a shadow 
and continueth not.’ Your dear sister, in less than one year, 
buried three lovely children! one half of hernumber. ‘The flow- 
er fadeth”—Judgment is ‘:0d’s strange work ! 

II. Children are ‘‘a heritage of the Lord,” as they are to be im- 
proved or educated for him. 

Parents, by divine appointment, are their natural guardians, and 
are bound, not merely to protect and feed, and clothe them, but to in- 
struct them: and, not only to instruct them in the common concerns 
and duties of life, but in the way to heaven. This knowledge in- 
cludes their relative duties to God, and their fellow-creatures. They 
should also labour, patiently and perseveringly, to convince them that 
the most ordinary affairs of life, have an influence in forming their 
characters, and in fixing their eternal destiny. ‘*‘ Whatsoeyer a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh, 
shall of the flesh reap corruption‘ but he that soweth to the Spirit, 
shall of the Spirit reaplife everlasting.” . 

«The powers and facalties which God has given children, though small 
at first, are capable of very greatimprovement. Neither their minds, 
nor their bodies, promise much ; but as the latter grow, the former, 
ordinarily, begin to open, and to show that they are capable both of 
moral and intellectual culture. Sometimes a most wonderful en- 
largement of mind takes place. Newton, Boyle, Locke, Edwards, 
Bellamy, Hopkins, Reed, Stewart, Dwight, Washington and others, 
who have acted their part on the stage of life, with distinguished re- 
putation, and who will long live on the page of history as philosophers, 
statesmen or divines, were all once children, like the dear little com- 
pany that daily stand round your board. 

Children, my daughter, as you well know, are not only feeble in 
their beginning, but awfully depraved. ‘‘ They are estranged from 
the womb : they go astray as soon as they are born, speaking lies. 
Their poison is like the poison of a serpent : they are like the deaf 
adder that stoppeth her ear ; which will not hearken to the voice of 
charmers, charming never so wisely.” ‘‘ They are all gone aside, 
they are altogether become filthy : there is none that doeth good, no 
not one.” ‘* The hearts of the sons of men are fully set in them 
to do evil. They are dead in trespasses and sins,” .~. : 

Though children are thus ignorant of God, and inclined to evil, they 
are free moral agents, are under moral law, capable of being instruct- 
ed by the word of God, and under the renewing and sanctifying in- 
fluences of the Holy Spirit, of being fitted to serve him-on earth, and 
to enjoy himin heaven. But they need the most careful and constant 
attention ; and there is no time when the vigilance of parents may 
be safely remitted, bootie 

Some children, very young, become hopefully pious. We know, 
from divine testimony, that Josiah, when but eight years old, did that 
which was right ia the sight ef the Lord, and walked in the way of 
David his father. Samuel and John, were early sanctified; 
Timothy profited by the instructions which he received from his 
grandmother Lois, and his mother Eunice. 
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Children are men and women in miniature, and §00n, if their lives ' 
are spared, will be men and women in reality. Important business 
awaitsthem. The places of honour and profit, in civil society, and in 
the Church of God, will presently all be vacated. Some body must 
fill them. Every mother, while her children are daily hanging 
around her, ought to be seriously concerned to fitthem for whatever 
place they may be called in the providence of God ;—to have her sons 
become, not only useful citizens, but pillars in the church, and her 
daughters mothers in Israel. She ought to spare no efforts for en- 
riching their minds with useful knowledge, and especially to teach 
them the fear of the Lord, and the way of pardon, by Jesus Christ. 
Your sons and daughters, may, and I hope will, in like manner, profit 
by your words. 

It is highly important that your children be well instructed in all 
the doctrines and duties of religion. Such instructions will directly 
tend to influence them in making a proper use of their talents, when 
they enter on the stage of life ; and to fit them for rendering up an 
account of their stewardship. They will certainly have this effect if 
accompanied by the Holy Spirit. ‘* Godliness is profitable unto alt 
things, having a promise of the life that now is, and of that which is 
to come.” 

Do not rest contented with teaching your children an orthodox creed, 
and giving them a speculative knowledge of religion; but strive to 
make them feel the absolute importance of possessing, themselves, a 
religious temper ; of being truly benevolent, gentle and candid ; and 
though firm advocates for the truth, always to listen to fair and solid 
argument. 

There is, in some persons, a very unbecoming stiffness of opinion 
—a totally unyielding disposition, inherited often from their parents, 
and manifested not merely upon the all important subject of religion, 
but upon every occasion, even the most trifling. They appear to 
think that wisdom dwells only with them, and frequently render them- 
selves very unpleasent companions, and are, no doubt, highly crimi- 
nal in the sight of God.* Paul, in his epistle to the Romans, charges 
every man not to think. of himself more highly than he ought to 


* The following singular anecdote strikingly illustrates the evil of this uvyield- 
ing disposition. 

A man and his wife, whom we will call Mr. and Mrs. S—, sat dining very lov- 
ingly together upon baked meat and beans. Mr. S—, without thinking any evil, said, 
“my dear, your beans are quite too salt to-day.” Mrs. S.'who had been herself 
the cook, and who always had an exalted opinion of what ever she did, took this 
very much in dudgeon, and tartly replied, “ they are not too aalt.”’, ‘The manner of 
the reply a little moved Mr. S—, and he repeated again, “they are too salt.” She, 
with a raised tone of voice, said, as before, “ they are not toosalt:’ ‘The contradic- 
tion passed backward and forward, till Mrs. S—, who always would have the last 
word, said, “‘ they are not a bit too salt,” arose hastily, and left the table and the 
house.—Ten long years intervened. Then, providentially, Mr. S. and his wife fell 
in company. He, very pleasantly asked, “are you not going home ?” She as 
pleasantly replied, “I believe 1 will”—and accordingly went, For some time things 
went on in perfect harmony : but at length, as they were one day dining, Mr. S. 
very imprudently said, “ those beans were too salt””—Mrs. S. as imprudently rejoined, 
“they were not too salt”—Mrc. S. said, “ I insist upon it they wire (oo salt.”” Upon that 
Mrs. S. immediately played off the old game—and saying, “! know they were not 
too salt,’ instantly left the house, and never returned, 








Presical Education. —No. V1. 649 


think : And to the Philippians, he saith ; “In lowliness of mind, let 
each esteem other'better than themselves.” ‘* Let your moderation 
be known to all men :” and James saith: ‘‘ Let évery* man be swift 
to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath.”’ 

To aid in forming your children right, let them read Witherspoon, Bab- 
ington, More, Edgworth, and Hamilton. None of them, so far as I re- 
collect, are, in all respects, calculated for our meridians; but they contain 
_ much highly useful instruction ;—and I hope your children, while they 
read them, will imitate the bee that gathers honey from every flower. 

You will especially see that they read the word of ‘God. The holy 
Scriptures, my daughter, are suited to all countries, and contain the most 
pure systems of ethics, and the best rules of morality, of any writings 
on earth. The following texts may be considered as a faint specimen. 
“ Thou shalt love the Lord thy God, with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind. ‘This is the first and gteat commandment. 
And the second is like unto it. Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thy- 
self.” ** Whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do you even 
so to them :”—“Give to him that asketh of thee; and from him that 
would borrow from thee, turn not thou away.” ‘Render to all their 
dues : tribute to whom tribute is due ; custom to whom custom ; fear to 
whom fear; honour to whom honour.” 

‘“‘ This we commanded you, that if any would not work, neither should 
he eat.” “Finally, brethren, whatsoever @#hings are true, whatsoever 
things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, 
whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report ; if 
there be any virtue, and if there be any pratse, think on these things.” 

But what is time to eternity! It is not enough for children to know 
how to live—they must be ready to die. They are young immortals ! 
and have animportant part toact beyond the grave. They ought early 
to be informed of this, and of what is requisite for them to act it well. 
The Bible will teach them this knowledge. It is a light shining in a 
dark place. It apens to view the invisible world, gives, as it were, the 
geography of the country, and points out in the most definite manner, to 
the aged and the youth, how to obtain eternal life. _ “Life and immor- 
tality are brought to light by the Gospel.”—It teaches us not only the ex- 
istence of God, but the mode of his existence, as Father, Word and Spirit 
—three in one and one in three ;—and that he is most wise, powerful 
and good. = 

It teaches us, likewise, the extent and perfections of his government, 
in the kingdom of nature, providence and grace—the character of his 
dear Son, and his,object in coming into the world to “ save that which was 
lost.” It tells us of his life, death and resurrection,—that. there is a 
mercy-seat erected; and that he is constantly crying to sinners, wherever 
the Gospel is preached, “Come unto me all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of 
me; for f am meek and lowly in heart, and ye shail find rest for your 
souls., For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 

The religion which Christ teaches, is sweeter than the honey or the 
honey-comb : “ Wisdom’s ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her 
paths are peace.” Sedan 6 
The way that the Scriptures point out to sinners, in their journey 
Vox. IX. 82 
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through the wilderness of this world, is not only pleasant but sate : Itfis 
the way of holiness, so plainly marked, by the blood and example of 
Christ, that “the wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err therein.” 
They illuminate even the “ valley of the shadow of death ;” and, as the 
morning sun shines to the western horizon, so do they dart forward their 
eeams, to illumine the path of believers, all the way along to the Para- 
dise of God. Take away the Bible, and we are left like a mariner at 
sea, in a storm, without chart or eompass ;—but with it in our hands, 
though the earth may be convulsed, and the elements melt with fervent 
heat, and the “ Prince of the power of the air” be let loose, we may 
still know how to direct our course. i 

Ill. Children are a heritage of the Lord, as they are, in common 
with all other things, to be accounted for to him, in the day of final re- 
tribution. The wholetime they have been enjoyed is to be accounted for ; 
and how they have been watched over, educated and governed. There 
will then be brought inte view all that has been done to convince them 
of their depraved state, and to make them acquainted with the way of 
salvation by Jesus Christ. 

Children were never designed for mere playthings and idols for their 
parents to worship. They are intrasted to their care, to educate for 
usefulness on earth, and immortal glory in Heaven. The betrustment is 
awfully responsible! and not only will they have to render an account 
for all they have done, but“for all they have left undone. 

Parents have much to eqcourage faithfulness in the discharge of thetr 
duty. : 
«‘ Just as the twig is berit, the tree’s inclined” —and we are told by 
the highest authority : “Train up a child in the way he should go, and 
when he is old, he will not depart from it.” : 

The husbandman, under God, depends much for a crop, upon planting 
and sowing his field well. fs it not of as much importance for parents 
to. educate their children well, if they would hope to-have them useful 
on earth, and happy beyond the grave ? 

‘A good edueation tends to fix in them early habits of industry, eco- 
nomy, temperance and subriety ; a veneration forthe holy sabbath, and 
Gospel mstitutions; to enlarge their minds, to give them correctness of 
morals, to render their manners easy and graeeful,—and, what crowns 
the whole, to kéep pure their consciences, and lead them to Jesus, to God, 
and to Heaven. 

Children, my daughter, need precept upon precept. As you feed 
yours often, instruct them often. You must exercise much self-denial, 
zeal and perseverance——you must neither faint nor tire, and constantly 
pray God to add His blessing to your instructions, without which they 
will all be as as water spilt on the ground. My best wishes attend you. 

With much love, &c. &€c. '* 
Your affectionate Parent. 


_ 


GENEROSITY OF A POOR WOMAN. 


A minister, lately preaching in the West of England, for the Irish 
Evangelical Saciety, was recommending his hearers to be liberal in their 
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donations—and observed, as an inducement, that “It ts more blessed to 
give than to receive.” An elderly female, in very straitened circumstan- 
ces, who very recently was destitute of some necessary clothing, hearing 
the observation, put three farthings into the plate, which was all shie 
had; remarking to an acquaintance as she returned home :—“ the Minis- 
ter said ‘ It was more blessed to give than to receive ;’ so, being unwilling 
to lose the blessing, 1 gave all the money I had.” 


URGING CHILDREN TO COME TO CHRIST, 
. From Nott’s Sermons for Children. 


“ The Lord Jesus knew the wants of children. Though he healed the diseases.of 
the body, he pitied most of all the wants of the soul, He knew that children were 
sinful in their hearts and conduct. He knew that even amidst the brightness of 
the light, which he shed upon the world, they loved darkness rather than the light, 
because their deeds were evil ;—-that the best children were sinful in their feelings, 
and disobedient to,what they knew of his own holy law. And he knew, HE, who 
is the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever ; He knew the’ worth’ of their never 
dying souls: He didnot value their souls less because they were young—he 
knew that eternity would be little shorter to the young than te the old. Eternity 
begun a few years sooner or later, is still eternity ! 

“ The Lord Jesus now leoks upon you and pities you. Look upon yourselves, 
think of your sinful feelings, and thoughts, and conduct—think how: sinful ‘you 
have been te forget and disobey God—think how impassible it will be for you: to 
answer for one of a thousand of your transgressions—think with what shame and 
terror you would stand before the bar of God without a Saviour. Compare your 


feelings and your conduct with the life of the holy Jesus. Can you count the. 


number, can you mere the ill desert, can you bear the burden of your sins ? 
Look where you.will, can you find a-friend to bear this heavy load? Ask your 
father ; ask your loving mother. Alas! they find their own sigs too heavy to be 
borne. They love you, but they cannot help you. All'they can do, is'to lead 
you onward to the Almighty Saviour. To whom will you go but unto Him? he 
has the words of eternal life. 

“ Yes, dear children, your only security is, to come to Jesus; to enter the king- 
dom of heaven. How often have you been put to shame before your perents, 
when they have called you to account fer your faults. Do you think if you were 
now to die, you could stand shameless.and fearless at the bar of God? Could 
you make a sufficient excuse for’all your faults? Dare you within five minutes 
present yourselves to answer for your sins before the Judge, and to take the sen- 
tence for an endless eternity? Oh think of the endl@asness of. eternity ; of the 
endlessness of eternal sorrow? Would you not rather sera ner with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ ??. Would you not rather be found encircled with- 
in the walls of his kingdom, and there safely and joyfully spend eternity, an 
endless eternity, as the children of God; and EQUAL TO THE ANGELS °” 





dl 
_ ° From the Home Miss. Magazine. 
THE CHILD’S PRAYER, 
Hoy Jesus, children’s Friend, Mercy’s call I would obey, 
Listen. to an infant's cry ; And resign my soul to thee, 
To my simple prayer attend : 
an me from thy throne on high. Make me humble, gentle, mild, . 
Let my conduct always prove, 
Folly dwells within my heart, That I am become thy child, 
Wisdom frem above if given ; Sharing in thy richest love. 
Saviour, early grace imjart, Caimi 
Lead me in the way ® heaven. As in stature, so in grace, 
May I ‘grow in faith and love, 
Thou art, Lord, the “livng way,” Till I'rise to see thy face, 


To this path of life I tee; In the world of joy above. 





ie 


sd > 

ae 

ee 

. Bee 
os 

Se, 

pa 











Review.—A Second Letter, &e. 


From the London Baptist Magazine. 
TO THE DOMESTIC MISSIONARY. 


Harx! ’tis the voice of high command— Behold what crowds are perishing, 
‘¢ Far as the earth's wide realms expand, Pierced by the serpent’s baneful sting ; 
My Gospel preach—thro’ every land; 0 fly the balm of life to bring, 


The sinner’s jubilee.” Healing their misery. 
Each soul is fallen—Describe its loss; But chiefly ministers it where 
Let pity all your powers engross ; The poor may all its blessings share, 
Then tell the wonders of the cross, And the great Donor’s praise declare 
And Jesus’ victory. In joyful ecstasy. 
Thou faithful Missionary hear ! Humble, yet faithfal to thy God, 
Surmounting trials—scorning fear, O cease not to mark out the road ; 
' The joyful tidings baste to bear Still pointing to the fixed abode 
With prompt alacrity. Of pure felicity. 


Midst paths were nightly robbers prowl, There ransomed souls in glory shine— 

Let wintry tempests round thee how! ; There Heaven’s high hosts eternal join, 

Yet move not thy undaunted soul To praise Immanuel’s name divine 
Armed with benignity. In ceaseless harmony. 


/ 





REVIEW. 


I. A respectful letter to the Earl of Liverpool, occasioned by the speech 
imputed to his Lordship at the Isle of Thanet Buble Society meeting, 
October 17, 1821. By the Rev. H. H. Norris, A. M. (No imprint. ) 

p.°60.% = 5 

mA second letter to the Right Hon. the Earl of Liverpool, K. G., ¥c., 
in reply to that from the Rev. H. H. Norris, on the subject of the Bri- 
tish and Foreign Bible Society. By the Rev. James Scholefield, A. M. 
Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge. 8vo. pp.200. London : 
Seely, 1822. 


Wuar! another attack on the British and Foreign Bible Society ! 
at this day ; when every nation on the globe is, in succession, adding 
its testimony to the’ transcendent effects resulting from the disinte- 
rested labours of that distinguished body, which is at once the glory 
of Britain and the wondér of the world! When princes, and poten- 
tates, and rulers, and statesmen, are unitedly lending their efforts to 
promote its extensive influence, as the only sure foundation on which 
the peace, and order, and security of their governments must rest. 

Surely that man must be bloated with self-conceit who can hope, 
by his puny efforts, to resist so mighty a torrent ; or blinded by tem- 
porary madness, to add, by opposition, to its irresistible sway. 


* We would rather have avoided repeating even the title, ef this pamphlet ; but 
in justice to the Bible cause, we could not pass silently by the able defence of Mr. 
Scholefield ; and hence we are obliged to bring Mr. Norri égain to public notice. 

The interests of Bible societies had a large share of the earlier volumes of the 
Christian Herald, where the national institution found i able advocate in the 
person of “ Wycxuirre,” as well as others. [See vol. I. During the first years 
of the American Bible Society, this, we believe, was the @ly.work which record- 
ed its proceedings in detail: the necessity for our continung this practice is now 
happily removed, by the wide circulation of the Monthly Extracts ; but still we 
have 4 pleasure in giving a more general account of the sciety’s operations, and 
in attempting to fulfil a duty, by pleading its cause, against the attacks of its ene- 
mies. 
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Mr. Norris, at least, might have taken warning from the effects of 
his former efforts. But there are those upon whom the lessons of 
experience are thrown away. Upon his first publication, in 1813, 
the funds of the society were increased nearly fifty thousand dollars 
per annum, which his well timed volume certainly contributed great- 
ly to produce. And we should have no doubt that his second produc- 
tion would, in a similar manner, aid the Bible cause ; but that we fear 
his beneficial influence is too nearly exhausted. 

Among the advantages resulting to the Bible cause from the con- 
troversy into which its friends have been provoked, is the exhibition 
of that placid, manly, and Christian spirit with which its claims have 
been defended. While on the other hand, its opponents have exhi- 
bited a malignancy, which is always indicative of a bad cause, and 
which finely sets off, by contrast, that truly Christian temper which 
the true advocates of the Bible must always imbibe. 

This diversity of character is clearly exhibited in the two publica- 
tions before us. With a zeal and industry, worthy of a better cause, 
Mr. Norris has, for along period it would seem, collected from news- 
papers and anonymous letters, every thing which would promise to 
expose the cause which he was determined to oppose ; and these he 
has exhibited with a triumph which would seem almost to rejoice in 
an opportunity of casting odium even on the Bible itself. And with 
these indefatigable efforts, what has he been able to produce? At 
most, if the allegation be true, some little acts of indiscretion of agents, 
arising from excess of zeal in a cause which justly called forth all 
their energies.—But let us hear the advocate of the society : 

“ Amidst the mingled feelings with which I contemplate this performance,” 
says the Rev. Mr. Scholefield, ‘‘ one of the most prominent is that of unfeigned 
surprise, that in an institution so extensive, comprehending so many dependen- 
cies and such multifarious agency, scrutinized as it has been with such unsparing 
jealousy, and put to the very torture to compel a disclosure of all its secret mis- 
chief,—so small a contingency of evil has been discovered, that that infirmity of 
human nature, which mixes itself up with every good thing under the sun, has 
done so little towards marring the excellence of-this great object; and defeating 
the purposes of Christian benevolence. Not but that Mr. Norris has brought for- 
ward a case quite as black and terrible as any enemy of the society could well 
desire: but this case is so utterly unsupported by any proofs that can carry con- 
viction to a candid and liberal mind, and rests so almost exclusively on bold as- 


sertions, ridiculous distortions, and unauthorized insinuations, that it cannot stand 
the test of even a cursory examination ’"—pp. 6, 7. : 


One of the allegations brought forward by Mr. Norris against the 
society, is the management with which its agents have endeavoured 
to increase its funds by enlarging the number of its associations. In 
one particular he bas ventured to specify ; and here his respondent 
has been able to show the confidence which is to be put in his gene- 
ral charges. 


Mr. Scholefield olserves : 


‘ Mr. Norris says ighis first page, that the speech in question* was in circula- 
tion at Warwick, and bft in the shape of a hand-bill at every house in the town, 
perparatory to an attenpt toybring that county under the Bible Society’s auxiliary 


’ 


——aae* Lord Liverpod’s speech at the, Isle af Thanet Auxiliary Bible Society, 
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system ! Now it is a singular fact that the meeting at Warwick was held on the 2d 
of October, and the speech was not delivered till the 17th of the same month.”’ 
—p. 12, 


A more complete obliteration of the work of curate of the Hackney, can 
scarcely be conceived or desired. 

One of the main objects of Mr. Norris’s pamphlet is, to urge the supe- 
rior Claims to patronage of the ancient and veuerable “Society for the 
promotion of Christian knowledge”, because of its more varied field of 
operation ; and because, as he would argue, of its adequacy to all the 
purposes designed. But surely, as the dissemination of the Bible is 
only one of the objects of that venerable society, and its efforts are necessa- 
rily divided between a vast variety of other publications, and therefore, 
in the same proportion, weakened as respects the Bible cause; there can 
be no possible plea why that specific object should not obtain the undi- 
vided attention of a particular association ; since it: has proved itself of 
sufficient magnitude to claim and to exercise the combined efforts of the 
friends of the Bible, not only in Britain, but throughout the world. 

On this part of the subject Mr. Scholefield observes : 


‘Tt is conceded, then, to Mr. Norris, that these objects are excellent : it is con- 
ceded also, that.‘ the Bible Society limits itself to the first’ of these ubjects. But 
when he amplifies this peint by stating, that ‘ it discards both the teacher and his 
commentary,” it is surely a mode of speech somewhat ungracious. It no more 
discards them than it discards food and clothing: it never had any thing to do 
with either. Nor must Mr. Norris think to surprise your lordship into the con- 
clusion he draws from this statement, which is as mere a petilio principii as ever 
was called, in to the aid of a faltering argument. He ‘ entreats your lordship’s 
attention to the comprehensiveness of [the] one society, and the restrictiveness of the 
other, and therefore to the superior claim of that whose cause he has undertaken 
to advocate, on the score of the greater measure of good service done, and of its 
miorevaried usefulness.’+| More varied, and therefore, he would argue, greater. in 
the aggregate ; an inference which no thinking man will grant him, since it might 
easily be demonstrated in the same way, that to feed ten men with bread and meat 
would be doing greater good than to feed a thousand with bread only,” —pp. 37, 38. 


This is afair specimen of Mr. Scholefield’s. production; and it exhi- 
bits him as ‘altogether adequate to- the grandeur of his subject; and 
worthy. to held-a distinguished rank among the noble and eloquent advo- 
cates, who have preceded in the same cause. 

We have already adverted to the fact, and itis worthy of consideration, 
that the letter of Mr. Norris was published in this city, though without 
the publisheris:name, or a;date, shortly afger its appearance in England. 
From the agency of those by whom its sale has been promoted, we may 
fairly. conclude: that its publication here has been conducted by that “ dis- 
tinguished-American” of whom Mr. Norris so respectfully speaks on the 
first page of his letter. If it was in order to fulfil the office of pioneer to 
his address to the last-convention, the unusual delay in printing that doc- 
ument would, afford sufficient time for. Mr. Norris to preoccupy the 
‘ground. But to this, perhaps, we shall revert on some future occasion. 

It is to be hoped that equal attention will be paid 0 the second letter to 
the Earl of Liverpool, by Mr. Scholefield: that thee who are furnished 
with the unfounded allegations of Mr. Norris, may bésupplied, also, with 
the full and,efficient antidote. 


* Norris’s pamphlet. p 7 +b. pT 
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Rutelligqeswtcee. 


CONTINENT .—Asyium ror Convertep Jews. ’ 


Tae following communication, and two others, published in the Jewish Expositor, 
for December, 1822, have been addressed to a committee of the London society 
for promoting Christianity among the Jews, by friends on the Continent, on 
the subject of opening an asylum for converted Jews, who may be persecuted 
on account of their professed belief in the Gospel of Christ. It will be obvious 
at once, that the rules by which our [the London] society is governed, entirely 
preclude the committee from giving any part of their fands to the temporal sup- 
port of Jewish converts. ‘3 

This reply has of course been given by the committee, with an assurance that 
they would readily advance the spiritual welfare of such a colony, by the grant 
of books and by missionary exertions. We present our readers with the com- 
munications, because they do prove this important fact, viz. that those, who 
have the best opportunity of knowing, are convinced that such an asylum 
begins to be necessary, on account of the numbers of the Jewish nation who 
secretly believe that Jesus is the Christ. 


LETTER FROM MR. L. AT FRANKFORT. 


i Frankfort, July 20th, 1821. 
Revered Brethren in Jesus Christ—From my early youth the Jews 
were objects of my deep interest ; and, therefore, my zeal was so 
much the more excited in their behalf, when Mr. Mare arrived here, 
aid entered upon his missionary work among the Israélites. Since 
that time this object has in a degree engaged my attention, and I have 
attempted to consider it from every point of view. But the result to 
which I have arrived is this, that, desirable as the deliverance of 
Israel is from the state of blindness in which it is held,.all that hi- 
therto has been done to that effect, is little caleylated :to producé 
that blessed change, and that the labours of individuals’ must be in 
vain, unless the Lotd inclines the hearts of Christians: at large to 
adopt other measures. The sending out of missionaries,-and the dis- 
semination of New Testaments and other Christian books among the 
Jews, were so far useful measures, because thereby they were stirred 
up to listen to, and to examine the word of truth; and because seve- 
ral individuals thereby actually have been brought to the saving know- 
ledge of Christ. But this latter effect has brought to light a material 
defect, in so striking a manner, that every one, who is unprejudiced, 
miust clearly see, that while this defect lasts we cannot proceed far- 
ther. We have here, under divine assistance, in the course of one 
year introduced more than twenty Jewish converts into the Christian 
church ; and we may say to the praise of the Lord, that they have 
not been made nominal Christians only, but that they, as far as our 
judgment goes, have been brought to an experimental knowledge of 
the grace of God in the blood of his Son Jesus Christ. But here I, 
by the situation I hold, have felt, in amore painful manner than other 
members of our Committee, the great difficulty of bringing Jewish 
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converts into a proper way of gaining their temporal support. ‘This 
will be the tock which will effect the shipwreek of-all the lately in- 
stituted societies for the conversion of the Jews in Germany ; for 
they want a solid foundation ; and as long as that-defect is not obvi- 
ated, all our toil and all our expenses will be in vain, and the whole 
will be dissolved and fall to ruin. It is true we have here not been 
discouraged hitherto, notwithstanding many trging and painful occur- 
rences. But another society, lately instituted, after having introduced 
only four or five Israelites into the Christian church, is already so 
much at a loss how to provide for their temporal wants, that the mem- 
bers are almost ready to withdraw their hands from the work. And 
thus it is more than probable, that all the other societies will lose 
their energy and fall into a state of inactivity, owing to the impossibi- 
lity to get over a material difficulty. 

Having by dint of observation and much experience found the great 
obstacle, which hitherto in a great measure has hindered our success, 
and in fature will finally stop our progress, I deem it my duty humbly 
to lay before you what I consider to be the only effective means of 
bringing about, by the grace of God, the blessed object we have in 
view ; and this is, the establishment of Israelite Christian congrega- 
tions, in the form and spirit of the settlements of the United Brethren, 
in which the converted Israelites might live together, without being 
compelled to mix with a dead world, where too easily they may lose 
again whatever by the grace of God they had obtained. To that end 
an estate is to be purchased, where they might settle and cultivate 
the ground, with which, if circumstances permit, all sorts of trade 
and handicraft business may be united. It will therefore be desirable, 
that the settlement be situated in the neighbourhood of some great 
city. Every truly converted Israelite, who desires to be received 
into the congregation, must pledge himself to live according to its 
statutes, which, though not in contradiction to the liberty of the chil- 
drén of God, yet involve a strict obedience to the commandments of 
our Lord: Every one, who is able to work, must be directed to eat 
his own bread; and industry and activity must characterize the whole. 
The doctrine of Jesus Christ must be the basis of all the regulations ; 
and these must have for their only object the institution of a congre- 
gation, whose members show forth in their lives and conduct the 
power of living faith in the Gospel. If this idea be realized—and, 
I think, that both the season has arrived and the persons have been 
found, to realize it—we shall see the rising of a work in Germany, 
which at first may be exposed to the contempt and ridicule of the 
world, but in its effects will be the blessing of thousands, and a means 
to promote the glory of God. By such an institution all the obsta- 
cles, whereby convinced Jews hitherto have been prevented from 
making their transition into the Christian churth, would be removed; 
here they may receive both instruction and the means of supporting 
themselves by their own industry: here they also may live among 
their own brethren, which is of no small importance to Jews ; and | 
anticipate a hope, that, if the thing be undertaken in faith, with a sin- 
gle view to the glory of God and the welfare of Israel, and if it be 
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conducted with Christian wisdom, it will succeed and:turn to the be- 
nefit not only of the Jews but of the church at large. 

I now would take the liberty of addressing myself more immedi- 
ately to you, my revered brethren in Christ, by whom the first im- 
pulse has been given to the Christian world, to bring back the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel to the Shepherd of their souls. Much 
has been written ; many thousand tracts and copies of the New Tes- 
tament are in circulation among the Jews. The time has arrived to 
reap the fruits of what has been thus sown. I feel it indeed, that, 
what | propose will be attended with expenses, which may appear 
enormous. But if you are convinced not only of the utility but of 
the indispensable necessity of the work ; if you have faith, and are 
led by a pure motive of love to-God and his ancient people ; I trust 
that adequate means will be found. I have thoroughly examined the 
matter, and I now find, that a capital of £10,000., to be drawn for in 
small sum? in the’course of a year, will be requisite for the purchase 
of the estate and the erection of the necessary buildings. If the un- 
dertaking should be too expensive for your society alone, you may 
perhaps unite with the Edinburgh society. And as the whole capital 
would not be drawn for at once, but at different times in the space of 
a whole year, the-means of providing for the money would be facili- 
tated. That all possible economy would be exercised in the expen- 
ses, you may be firmly persuaded. An institution thus established, 
having the means of support within itself, would wapt no farther 
assistance, and may even become instrumental in establishing sister 
congregations. The estate, being bought by the funds of your society 
and in its name, would remain your property ; and every year an ac- 
count would be transmitted to your committee of the sums expended 
and received. ‘To prevent the institution from being put under the 
spiritual direction of the consistory, a special sanction of government, 
with the grant of the necessary privileges, must be procured; and 
this may be expected here,-or in the princedom ef. Nassau, or in. the 
Grand Dutchy of Hesse Darmstadt. I am aware, indeed, that for con- 
ducting and regulating a work of so great importance, men will be 
required of no common power and spiritual gifts, men.of indefatiga- 
ble zeal and patience, and of a courage not to be overcome by the 
most painful trials and disappointments ; and that it will be a difficult 
task to find these men | readily confess. But if the undertaking is 
according to the will of God, and if he inclines your heart to enter 
upon it, he will also provide and fit out proper instruments, Among 
these an ordained minister, a wan of God, full of grate and of the Holy 
Spirit, would occupy the first place. But never let an institution of 
that kind be left to the management of one individual. A board of 
managers must be appointed, by whom, as a body, the inward and 
outward concerns of the congregation are to be regulated.in the fear 
of God. 

If Mr. Marc could be employed in executing the work, | anticipate 
great benefit from his experience. Nor ain I without hope. of finding 
an ordained minister fit for that special office. And, as to myself, it 
would afford great pleasure to me to contribute to a cause, in which 
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I feel so’ deeply interested, all that is in my power ; nay, if it is the 
Lord’s will, l am ready to devote myself entirely to it. 

Be now pleased, my dear brethren, to examine before the Lord 
what I have laid before you. May his will be done! And if you 
have come to a resolution about what you consider to be his will, I 
beg to be informed of it. May the grace of ou¥ Lord Jesus Christ be 


with you and with your faithful brother. C. 8.1L. 
To the Committee of the London Society. 






UNITED STATES.—Amerrican Bisie Soctery. 


Variocs circumstances, beyond our control, have concurred to delay the no- 
tice of the sixth annual report which we promised at p. 14 of this volume. The 
great success, and varied operations of the society have swelled its annual pub- 
lication to such a volume, that this article can give our readers no more than 
a taste of the interesting contents of the 244 pages, which it contains. 

Should this page be seen by any one who ranks himself among the opposers 
of the institution ; or by any one who has hitherto remained cold and indifferent 
to its interests, we affectionately and earnestly entreat him to read the report, 
attentively and divested of prejudice, for then, if he is true to his own conscience, 
we are persuaded he cannot rise from it without exclaiming, “ This is the Lord’s 
doing and it is marvellous in our eyes!” 

The report commences with a merited tribute of respect to the memory of the 
late president—whose happy, peaceful end was a becoming close to a life adorn- 
ed with the highest Christian virtues. The regrets of the society are shared not 
ovly by the religious community in America, but by Christians on the other side 
of the Atlantic, as is manifested by letters* of condolence addressed to the direct- 
ors by Lord Teignmouth, the president, and by Mr. Owen, the late lamented se- 
cretary of the British and Foreign Bible Society, as well as from Mr. Wilder, 
and from Baron de Stael, secretary of the Bible Society of Paris. The Board 
have sent to the daughter of Dr. Boudinot, a letter containing the expression of 
their esteem for the character of her late father.t| The report then proceeds to 
state the entire unanimity, with which the choice of a successor was fixed upon 
the illustrious individual, who now fills the chair. This honour was all that was 
wanting to complete the renown of Joun Jay—a patriot who carries into the 
shade of retirement the same clevated virtue which shone with so much resplen- 
dency im the highest stations of his country’s service, and whose uniform piety 
is his brightest ornament. 

It is gratifying to learn, that notwithstanding the pecuniary embarrassments of 
the times, the sales*of Bibles and Testaments from the society’s depository, as 
well as the receipts in money, have been, during the past year, greater than ever 
The total number issued has been upwards of Sifty-three thousand—which makes 
the issues, since the formation of the society, nearly oNE HUNDRED AWD NINETY- 
FOUR THOUSAND copies of the Bible and Testaments.} Besides which a consider- 
able number have been distributed by auxiliary societies, which were not procured 
from the depository. A vast number of applications from destitute districts of 
our country, have all been complied with, either in whole, or in part. Who, pos- 





* Boblished in C. H. va. VIII. p. 690. t See C. H. p. 406, also, Obituary of Dr. B. yp.,404. 
t See pp. 14, 15, of this volume. 
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sessed of feelings truly American, can reflect what a Bible is, and not. exult at 
the thought, that such an amount of copies have been thrown into circulation; 
chiefly within the United States?—All these were not in the English language, 


of the Bibles, 393 were German, 5, Welsh, 21 Gaelic, and 551 French. Of the 


Testaments, 1576 were Spanish and 77: French. 

The Spanish Testaments were intended for distribution in South America, and 
the Board have found that the facility of introducing the Scriptures into that vast 
continent is increasing. In one place, they were received as a most acceptable 
gift, by a Romish priest, who immediately engaged in the distribution with lively 
pleasure. The French Testaments are those received from the British and Fo- 
reign Bible Society, and are intended for distribution in Louisiana, by the Louisi- 
ana Bible Society, an institution which has revived under circumstances of great 
promise. Bibles and Testaments have been given to the Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions for distribution in the Sandwich Islands, and among the vessels frequenting 
the Pacific. Others have been distributed in Canada by the Vermont Bible 
Society, to whom a supply of French Bibles has been granted for the same pur- 
pose. 

Dr. Pinkerton lately discovered in Paris, a MS. copy of a part of the Scrip- 
tures in the Illinois language, with a dictionary and grammar made by one of the 
missionaries of the Propaganda, but as no nation is known at present to exist 
which speaks that language, no immediate use seems likely to result from the 
discovery. 

Little success has attended the measure of printing the Scriptures in any of the 
tongues of our Indians. 

The report contains a schedule of donations to auxiliary societies, and a few 
others, making a total of thirteen thousand seven hundred and six Bibles and 
Testaments, and parts of the latter, of the value, in all, of seven thousand eight 
hundred and sixty-nine dollars.—Resolutions have passed the Board for further 
grants, to the number of upwards of three thousand copies, which have not yet 
been forwarded. 

A great want of the Word of Life exists, as might be expected, in the western 
sections of the union ; and the means and measures of the western Bible Societies 
have been very much cramped, by the embarrassed condition of the banks, and 
the reductions in the value of the circulating medium ; but they seem to be ani- 
mated by a good spirit, and to be making strenuous efforts, under great discou- 

ragements. In many instances their remittances to the Parent Society, could only 
be effected by vesting them in produce. The states of Maine and North Caroli- 
na, stand, also, in peculiar need of the aid of the society, and have received that 
fostering care which their situation demands. 

The Marine Bible Societies have increased in number, and gratifying evidence 
is afforded of their usefulness. In one instance all the seamen in port attended 
a meeting, and one hundred and fifty applied for Bibles, and eighty became mem- 
bers by subscription. . 

Besides the amount of subscriptions, the society have this year received from 
their late lamented president a devise of 4589 acres of land, and from the late 
Mr. Jonny Wirnineton a legacy of ten thousand dollars. 

The number of auxiliaries has increased twice as greatly as in former years, 
particularly in the southern states. The whole number has not been officially 
recognized, owing to delay in the receipts of the necessary documents for that 
purpose—but of those which have been acknowledged, the number amounts to 
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three hundred and one. One of these has already socal ‘up in East Florida. 
The increase of auxiliary societies in the southern states, has been greatly facili- 
tated by the exertions of agents employed by the parent institution for that ex- 
press purpose—two of these devoted and active men have travelled in the service 
of the society, and by zealous, but prudent efforts have sygceeded in rousing the 
dormant spirit of Christian enterprise. In these exertions they have met with a 
powerful auxiliary in the female sex. The report on this subject holds the follow- 
ing language : 

The Managers must refrain from particulars ; yet, they may be permitted 
to mention, that many of their amiable countrywomen have shown peculiar 
zeal, and laboured with peculiar diligence in circulating the Holy Scrip- 
tures. The board have the pleasure of knowing that they have not only 
come forward with their gifts of money, but that they have also devoted 
their time and their talents to the work. The Members of one small 
Society have toiled industriously with their own hands: the proceeds of 
their labours, converted into money, have been remitted. to your Treasury 
from year to year, and the sum which they have contributed now amounts 
to about four hundred dollars. Others, in more than one place in the 
Union, have gone from street to street, from house to house; they have 
visited the garrets and the cellars of the poor and the destitute. They 
have laboured, and they have persevered with the kindness, and tender- 
ness, and patience, which belong to their sex ; and no disgusting objects, no 
ignorance, no ingratitude, no obstacles, have caused them tofdesist. They 
have farnished the Scriptures to many gratuitously, when it was proper to 
give, but more generally by inducing individuals 4o purchase; and, 
cheered by evident good which has resulted from their efforts, urged on 
by compassion for the numbers whom they know to be still needy, ac- 
tuated by love. to the Bible, and to Him who has. given it to our race, 
having the blessings of hundreds resting on them, they are resolved to 
continue their pious toils. The Managers cannot, in too strong terms, 
express their value of such assistants; and, to the ladies af every place 
in,our country, the Managers propose the example of their female coad- 
jutors, who emulate the zeal and love of those disciples of Jesus, who 
“ were last at his cross, and earliest at his grave.” pp, $2, 33. 


The practi¢e of selling the Scriptures at cost, dt at reduced prices, has become 

very general, and is attended with the happiest consequences. 
. Thereport'then proceeds to mention the purchase of the lot on which their Depos- 
itory has since been erected. This neat and commodious building has proved of 
great convenience. to the operations of the society—and in’ more than one sense 
may be pronounced an ornament to our city. The expense of erecting it is de- 
frayed by subscription, and does not intrench upon the ordinary funds of the so- 
ciety.” \ 

The Biblical Library has received several valuable additions, and we would 
suggest to the friends of the institution who have'scarce and valuable editions of the 
Scriptures; which they-can spare, that they would be acceptable donations to 
this library. 

The monthly sheet of extracts continues to be published and circulated with the 
best effects. 


* See description of this building, p. 668: 
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The report closes with suitable reflections, and an appeal to the American com- 
munity for the support 6f the Bible cause. . 

The claims of the American Bible Society on the liberality of the 
community are not diminished but increased. New Auxiliaries have 
been formed and are forming, many of which require to be fostered and 
aided by the Parent Society in their infancy, whatever may be their 
eventual strength and ability. The exertions of the agent who has 
proceeded to the west and south, will, probably, result in the organiza- 
tion of numerous societies, of which far the greater number will be, for 
a considerable period, Auxiliaries merely to circulate the Scriptures with- 
in their own districts, and requiring large donations. There is a proba- 
bility that the American Bible Society will have access to various 
regions where Scriptures in the Spanish language may be very extensive- 
ly introduced ; and, before the next anniversary, it may become a matter 
of duty to adopt a measure which is now under consideration, the pro- 
curing of stereotypé*plates of the whole Bible in Spanish. For these 
purposes, very considerable means will be requisite ; and the Board rely, 
for those means, on the providence of Gop, and the gifts of the liberal 
and the pious. ‘They are confident that such reliance will not be found 
to be misplaced. The single object of the American Bible Society to 
increase the circulation of the Holy Scriptures, without note or comment, 
is one in which alf'may and all should unite. For, in the words of the 
excellent President of the Russian Bible Society, “the Bible is a book 
necessary for all times, for all classes of men, for all minds, for every 
age, for every disposition, and for every occasion in life.”——pp. 34, 35. 

(To be continued.) 


j TY 


UNION: MISSION.—Osaces or THE ARKANSAW. 

Ir is now a little more than two years since this mission family, twenty in 
number,* arrived at their place of destination. During this period’ they have 
suffered many trials; “clouds of adversity have overshadowed them,” they 
‘‘ have seen the Indians rush into war, and have also seen them come to terms of 
peace ;” but the Lord of missions has been with them and supported thém through 
every difficulty. hi: ind: 

At pp. 373—376 of this volume, we gave an account of the mission for the 
quarter ending the 30th of May, and other intelligence to the.26th of June, 
The following brief view, embracing the journal of the mission during the months 
of June, July, and August, 1822, and letters to the 16th of September, is derived 
from the American Missionary Reeister, conducted: by Z. Lewas, Esq , and 
now published by the United Foreign Missionary Society, to which the profits are 
devoted. 

On the 9th of August a treaty of peace was concluded at Fort Smith, between 
the Osages and Cherokees, ‘‘ and both parties agreed, that, should it*become ne- 





cessary, the due observance of its provisions shall be enforced by the government — 


of the U. States. The atrival of this intelligence is thus greeted in the journal : 
God has fulfilled his word to us—‘* I will regard the prayer of the 

destitute.” Since we entered the territory of the Osages, we have 

not, until now, seen 2 day of peace ; not one, therefore, in which we 


*Miss D. E. Hoyt died on the way. 
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Ps 2) 


could say, this is a day of prosperity. For the preservation of our 
lives we have reason to bless God. That we have been in jeopardy, 
is evident from several facts. During the most of last summer and 
autumn, the enemy prowled reund so near that we frequently heard 
their guns; but at no time did they disturb our stock, or enter our 
dwelling. At one time, they concealed themselves about our esta- 
blishment for a day or two, lying in wait for the Osages. This they 
have since acknowledged. ‘They also stated that they were so near 
as to distinguish. the- little half breeds who were with us, from our 
own children ; and added that they intended, had they discovered 
any of the adult Osages, to take their scalps. It is also reported, 
that about a dozen of the Osage warriors, soon after their defeat in 
November last, set out for this station, with the intention of taking 
our lives and breaking up our establishment. ‘They were headed by 
a man who had lost all his relatives, and who had become exasperated 
at the whites, under the impression that they had joined the enemy. 
They proceeded a short distance, when one, who had joined for the 
purpose of dissuading them from their object, told them that it would 
not do; that he had changed his mind—he could not proceed—his 
heart had failed him—the missionaries were good people. He then 
turned back ; and his companions, one after another, followed his ex- 
ample, until the leader was left alone. Finding himself thus de- 
serted, he also gave up the project and returned. Surely the arm of 
the Lord hath been our protection. May we never cease to praise 
Him for his preserving goodness. 


The mission family had suffered considerably both by siekness, and the want 
of supplies, which were unavoidably delayed ‘on the way.’ The supplies, how- 
ever, had arrived, and health was nearly restored to the family at the last dates, 
except Miss E, Cleaver, who will probably return when the-season admits of her 
travelling. , ' 

Tally, haying heard that the missionaries had sold his children for powder, and 
made slaves of them, &c., came to see about it. He proposed to return home on 
the Sabbath, but his son, (mentioned p. 375,) said to-himy“ To-morrow is the 
Sabbath ; we are searcely allowed to go out of doors, and think you to ride 
home?” The father remained over the Sabbath and attended worship: 


After sermon, he said—‘‘ What have you been’ speaking about ? 
You invited mein, but I have understood nothing.” In the evening 
we held along discourse with him concerning the existence of One 
God. After listening to his views concerning a plurality. of Gods, we 
told him that there is one God who made all things. He inquired 
how many men were made at first, and of what colour. We told 
him that God made of one blood all nations ; thatwe looked upon 
his people as our brethren ; and that we had therefore come to teach 
them the things which God had taught us. He could hardly believe 
that we were of the same origin, and expressed his wonder at the dif- 
ference beiween us. We told him that we were once as ignorant as 
they new are; but the Bible was sent to us informer times, and we 
have mow come to give it to them that they may be no longer in 
darkness. He observed that we knew more than they, and he had 
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no doubt what.we said was true. A Wah-kun-duk-ka* was present, 
ti coneery to our expectations, acknowledged that we knew more 
than he. 

Tally had evidently been uneasy about his son ; but by kind coun- 
sel his fears were allayed. It is more difficult to make ‘these people 
understand the nature.and design of our mission than we anticipated, 
because we hoped to find them more desirous of improvement. We 
are, however, a little encouraged about Tally, and hope that he sees 
the importance of instruction. 

Clamore, Tally, several other chiefs, and a number of warriors, visited the 
station on their way to the garrison. In an interview with Clamore, 

He said that ‘‘ every thing was now to be made straight between 
him and the Cherokees.’’ ‘* Our heads,” said he, ‘‘ have been under 
a cloud, and we could not see; but now the darkness is to be dis- 
pelled. We have all [meaning himself and the missionaries] held 
our heads down, but we shall soon raise them up.” In behalf of 
himself he said—some had reported that he had talked against the 
missionaries, This was false. He was willing that Tally and others 
should send their children, if they thought best, but he did not think 
his children safe, while he had so many enemies. He had always 
said one thing, * when there is peace I will send mine.” Having had 
some suspicions that he was not always true to us, we took occasion 
to tell him that we should expect him to fulfil his word on the restora- 
tion of peace. The number of chiefs and warriors who have set 
out for the garrison, [Fort Smith,] is one hundred and fifty. We ex- 
pected them all here yesterday ; but the chiefs told us that they 
thought it would not. be good for so many to come at once. 


There are four boys in the school bearing the following names: 1. Philip Mil- . 


ledoler,* the eldest son (about 15) of Tally, the second chief. 2. Robert Monroe, 
a relation of Tally. 3. Sejoh-shin-gah, and 4. Stephen Van Rensselaer, éach about 
14 years of age. These boys are said to be doing well. 

They manifest a very contented mind; are docile in théir disposi- 
tion; and make exeellent progress in learning to read’ and write. 
They do not seem disposed to associate with the Indians around us, 
but they treat them with proper respect. They have not yet dis- 
sented from our directions in a single instance. We think we see in 
them a specimen of the docility of a great proportion of the Osage 
people. 

The following instance of Indian fidelity is recorded in the journal for June. 

We informed the leader of a party of Indians who had encamped 
near this establishment, that we had given so much meat and bread 


-to the Osage people-ef late, that we had scarcely any left, and that — 


we could not, therefore, be very liberal to his party. Instead of ex- 
pressing the expectatién that we should feed him, he began to in- 


quire how he could feed us. Accordingly, while he remained in our - 


vicinity, he brought inseveral deer, for which he asked no compen- 
sation. When he was about to remove across the river for hupting, 


* 4 Conjurer. * His original name is Woh-sis-ter. 
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he told. us he would send us buffalo meat, and two» young bufialces 
alive. About ten days afterward, he sent over his son to let us know 
that he had not forgotten his promise. Within another week, he 
came here with one of his wives, who had gp her back a load of buf- 
falo meat well cured. He said he had fulfilled his promise in bring- 
ing buffalo meat, but he found the young buffaloes too large to be 
taken alive, and, in that particular, he had not been as good as his 
word. For his meat he would take no compensation ; and when he 
returned, a few days afterward, his wife brought a load of venison. 
Considering the pains they took, in connexion with the fact that we 
were in special want, we feel under peculiar obligations to this Indian. 

Some progress has been made by Mr. Chapman and Mr. W. C. Requa in the 
study of the language. They have collected about two thousand words, and made 
considerable advance in the formation of a grammar. 


ALABAMA—Favourasie Prospects. 


The following information, contained in a letter from the Rev.-James A. Ro- 
naldson, to the Secretary of the “ General Convention of the Baptist Denomina- 
tion in the United States,” will be read with interest. Wecopy it from the “ Lat- 
ter Day Luminary,” an excellent work published monthly, at the city of Wash- 
ington, by a Committee of the Convention. The profits of this work, and also 
of the ‘“‘ Columbian Star,” a weekly paper issued at the same place, are devoted 
to the cause of Missions. The letter is dated; 

Alabama, December 14th, 1822. 
Rev. AND DEAR SIR, pz 

For the last three months I have been travelling a rough path, and 
have ridden above twelve hundred miles, testifying the Gospel of the 
grace of God. The way is indeed much smoother, and the accom- 
modations much better than they were a few years ago. It has been 
just six ‘years since I first passed through this part of the country, 
when it was literally a wilderness, and the preacher’s voice was not 
heard. But the howling wolf and the painted Indian, alike rapa- 
cious, haunted the tented traveller, who advanced slowly, building or 
repairing boats and bridges, or swimming horse and carriage across 
streams where neither boat nor bridge had yet been seen. The 
wilderness scarcely afforded food* for man; and on the Sabbath, no 
sanctuary to refresh the wearied pilgrim. By the wild rivers, with 
harp suspended, he wept in the remembrance of the past ; and could 
say, “1 think of the days of other years, and my soul is sad.” All 
around seemed one solitary wild ; 


‘there, at midnight the hoarse tiger growls : 
There, the gaunt wolf sits on his rock and howls ; 
And there, in painted pomp, the yelling Indian prowls.” 


The scene is wonderfully changed ; and affords ocular demonstra- 
tion.of the transcendent excellency of that righteousness which ex- 


* At Lime Creek we were compelled, from the scarcity of provisions, to wort. 
on the Sabbath, in preparing a flat to cross, 
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alteth anation. The forted ground (Claiborne,) near where | write, 
is now a flourishing’village ; and other towns, and villas, and fruitfui 
fields, appear in vatious directions, amidst deadened trees. Many 
roads are opened, bridges erected, courts of judicature established, 
and churches planted, where the savage foot was wont to roam, and 
the war-dance with savage amusements was once allowed. 

The first General‘Assembly of Legislators, chosen under the per- 
manent system of representation, is now in session. This newl 
organized state has a population of about one hundred and fifty 
thousand. 

So far as my knowledge extends, I find there are about ninety-eight 
Baptist churches constituted in the state: there are five associations ; 
fifty-five ordained Baptist ministers, and eleven licentiates ; ten Pres- 
byterians ; eighteen Methodist in the circuits of this, and adjacent 
parts of other states; one Episcopalian ; one Seceder, and one Ro- 
man Catholic. , 

With all these, it may be truly said, the harvest is great, and the la- 
bourers are few ; since most of the towns, and nearly whole counties, 
are still destitute of preaching. Here is ample missionary ground 
for several activelabourers. Strange that there should be found any 
repugnance to Gospel missions in a Christian country! Prodigious, 
that any one who knows the joyful sound, should oppose the most 
noble cause that ever engaged the heart of man! 

At the Beckbee association, | had the satisfaction to open the sub- 
ject of missions, in the introductory sermon, by request. The asso- 
ciation yielded a favourable countenance to the subject, and passed 
certain resolutions preparatory to the formation of a state convention, 
and recommending to the churches’a collection for missions. Two 
brethren, Jones.and Whatley, were also appointed to. visit the 
churches the ensuing year. ‘The business was conducted with har- 
mony and affections and the public services were solemn and impress- 
ive. A gentleman residing in Florida, on receiving a lively bope at 
this meeting, was:baptized with two others, as there, wag no one at 
home to administer the ordinance to him. ne 

I also attended the, Alabama association, and in like manner endea- 
voured to plead for the heathen, when the views and_ resolutions of 
the Beckbee association were adopted. Brethren McLemon and Ray 
were appointed to visit the churches. I have seldom seen. greater 
effect under the preaching of the word ; and after remaining, three 
days, we left the ‘place with much reluctance, while some anxious 
souls were crying, ** What must we do to be saved !”’ and Christians 
exclaiming, ‘‘ Lord, it is good for us to be here.” 

At the Cahawba association, which convened in the upper part of 
the state, we enjoyed a very interesting interview. The subject of 
missions was investigated with much interest ; and the resolutions of 
the two preceding associations, relative to the plan of forming a state 
convention, as a primary auxiliary institution of the general*conven- 
tion of the Baptist denomination in the United States, were cordially 
approved. The delegates from the Muscle Shoal association were 
likewise favourable to the’ objects contemplated. So that there is a 
Vor. IX. 84 
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prospect of advancing the cause of missions, and>thereby promoting 
the prosperity of the churches in this state also, by a co-operation of 
the associations and branch societies. The order, solemnity, union, 
and brotherly affection, which pervaded this meeting, are character 

istic of an enlightened fraternity ; and one is disposed to say, ‘* Be- 
hold how good and how pleasant it is, for brethren to dwell together 
in unity.” Although the weather was cold and unfavourable, the 
meeting was warm and salutary. 

The addition to the churches in general, for the last year, has 
been small ; but there appears to be a growin€ desire for the right- 
eousness of Zion to go forth as brightness, and the salvation thereot 
as a lamp that burneth. 

Many have been much disaffected, through the gross misrepresent- 
ations of antimissionary publications, | had well nigh said antichris- 
tian bulls. The system for ‘‘ preaching the gospel in all the world,” 
i8 viewed as a scheme of sordid speculation ; and-aimissionary of the 
cross, while crying in the wilderness, ‘‘ Prepare ye the way of the 
Lord,” is eyed with as much jealousy as if he were a lend specula- 
tor. There aré many dark places, where no Oriental Star of Pro- 
mise,—no Latter Day Luminary, is yet seen above the horizon, to 
irradiate the mind. But we see the dawn of some distant Star and 
Luminary rising from the metropolis, that will dissipate this moral 
darkness in which we have been groping, while led by the ignis-fa- 
tuus of antinomian faith. 

Go, ye heralds of light and salvation, with this as your motto— 

_ “ Glory to God ;—Benevolence to man ;— — 
Peace to the world ;”— ay 


until every heart be filled with His loye, and every tongue be em- 
ployed in His praise, and the whole world be covered with His 


glory. 


—_-—— 





: SUMMARY. . 

Sandwich Islands-—Recent intelligence from these Islands states, that Messrs. 
‘Pyerman and Bennett, (the London Missionary Society's deputies to the Society 
Istands*) arrived at Woahoo in April last, and remained there nearly four months. 
Mr. Ellisjand two native teachers from Taheite, with their wives, will remain at 
Woahoo—Mr. E. preached often to the Sandwich Islanders, ix their own lan- 
guage; atid Mr. Bingham had preached and once prayed in it. 

Ceylon——A letter from Mr. Woodard, at Batticotta, anounces the death of Mr 
Richards. Mr. R. had been in feeble health for about-four years. He died on 
the 3rd-of August. There is a school for girls at Batticotta, which has received 
considerable aid from the sale, in this country, of a small neat engraving of 
“ Barley Wood,” the residence of Mrs. Hannah More, in. England. When that 
excellent and distinguished lady heard of the circumstance, she made a donation 
to the Board for that school of £10., which has been received.—The American 
Bible Society voted 500 dollars to this mission, to purchase Bibles in the ‘Tamu! 
language. 

The “ Creck Path Female Benevolent Society,’ composed of Cherokees, contri- 


* See our numbers for Nov. 2nd, p. $65—~and Jan. 18th, p. 517. 
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buted last year. $11) 06 tv the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign 
Missions. 


American Bible Society’s How@i®.—The front of the building is 50 feet upon Nas- 
Sau-street, and extends back 3@ feet, when it is contracted to the breadth of 30 
feet, and runs that width to Theatre-alley 70 feet—making the whole depth from 
front to rear 100 feet. In the basement are rooms for the accommodation ef the 
Keeper and his family, a large cellar, and rooms for fuel for the various occu- 
pants of the building. On the first floor of the front part of the house is one large 
room for the use of the agent, and two smaller ones for the secretaries and com- 
mittees. The rest of this floor is devoted to the general purposes of a depository 
for the books issued by the society, and will hold nearly 60,000 Bibles and Testa- 
ments. On the second story in front is the room appropriated to the use of the 
managers. This occupies the entire front of the house, and is 50 by 30 feet, in- 
cluding the walls, and 16 feet in height, and is neatly but not splendidly finished. 
The rear is divided into two rooms for the use of the binder, as is the correspond- 
ang room in the third story—the front of both being taken up by the managers’ 
room. The third story of the front, and the fourth of the rear, are occupied by 
the printer. There are 12 presses in the office, six of which are devoted to the 
society’s service, and as many more are to be employed as.they may require. 


American Bible Society’s de following is a general description of the 


—_—_—— 


‘Notices and Acknowlevgments. 


Reviewer Reviewed, Christian Union, &c—We approve, substantially, of the re- 
marks of “C. U.” upon the Rev. Mr. Strong’s sermon, and upon the subject of 
Christian Union ; but his observations on our review of that publication in our 
aumber for January 4, do not appear to us altogether candid. He appears to us 
to evade the distinction between the Mosaic and Christian dispensation, instead 
of showing that the “ principles, promises and threatenings” of the Mosaic eco 
nomy are applicable to communities at the present time, and are actually carried 
ito effect. His inferences are derived from premises not contained in our re- 
view, or im the article entitled “Thoughts on the late fever.” We treated not 
of the “ principles, promises and threatenings,’”’ of the Bible at large, nor did our 
correspondent “ L.,” but of those pertaining to the government of the Jews, com- 
monly denominated the Theocracy. We would recommend to C, U. to be quite 
sure and able to show that there was nothing peculiar im that government, and 
that its “ principles, promises and threatenings” are realized in the experience of 
communities now, before he charges those who are of a contrary opinion, with 
such consequences, as that of lowering the authority of the word of God, depriv- 
ing him of the government of the world, &c. We are confident, that upon reflec- 
tion, he will not himself justify the insinuation of motives hostile to the Scriptures, 
upon grounds so slender, as his own doubtful construction of what we advanced, 
respecting the distinction between the Mosaic and Christian dispensation. Per- 
haps upon further consideration he will think as we do, that a principal reason 
why the Old Testament is not better understood, and more highly valued, is, that 
this very distinction is so‘commonly overlooked or disallowed. G8 

C. U. erroneously and unwarrantably charges us with applying the phrases, 
“‘ ignorance, prejudice, hypocrisy and ecclesiastical quackery,” to the: author-of the 
sermon. We did no such thing ; and it appears to us that any reader, who should 
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imagine that we meant to apply these to Mr. Strong, must have a more unta- 
‘vourable opinion of him than we have. 

C. U. imputes to usa design in our review, with fespect to some particular 
class of men, which we did not avow. We h j far higher object in view than 
he seems to suppose we could have arrived at. We are quite willing that he should 
enjoy the opinion that we entirely failed, because we called things by their right 
names, and because we noticed nothing praiseworthy in the sermon, and only a 
few of its faults. Perhaps it-did not occur to him, that te committed the same 
offence, by his unqualified censure of our review, that he so gravely charges upon 
the review itself! However, he has supplied our defect both of censure and 
praise, in a way not calculated, we should think, to afford the author much con- 
solation. We agree with him to refer it to our readers to decide, whether he 
has been more happy in his remarks upon the sermon itself, than we have been. 

‘‘ Israel Delivered,” and “ Practical Education, No. VII,’ will be inserted. 

We are much obliged to a respected friend, for pointing ,out the excellent re- 
marks, on ‘‘ Well regulated views of ministerial labour, &c,,” and shall give them 
an early insertion. 

*< B.,” and several other communications are received, which we have not now 
time to notice. 

Domestic Missions—We had prepared an abstract of the Ist and 2nd numbers 
of the monthly sheet, published by the ‘‘ United Domestie.,Missionary Society,” 
but it is deferred for the present, as we expect to stitch the 2nd up with this num- 
ber of our work, for the use of distant subscribers. A more excellent tract, on 
the subject of Domestic Missions is rarely to be met with; either in reports of 
societies, or religious publications. cg 
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Collections made by the Rev. C. F. Frey, for the A. S M. C. J. since the 
6th of January. fs 





Maio .tCk:ti‘(<‘ ( CO ‘Richmond, Va... - - «+ £11400 
At Wasbi 4 D.C. , ‘ : 175 00 Also received at Baltimore a breast pin 
At Alexa ra : ‘ : < 111 00 anda goldring. 
Moneys received into the Treasury of the A. S. M, C..d. during the month 
| of February. — 
From Auziliary Societies— N. Y. under. the ral care of the 


from the Wilmitigton Fem. Aux. Soc. Rey. Dr. Blatchford, collected at the 
per Mrs. A. M. MacMulian, Cor. Sec. 50 00 monthly concert ot’ prayer « 3600 
Aux. Soc. ithe Theo. Sem. Princeton, Also, a gold finger ring 
per Mr. John Blatchford .. 29 34 Henry til, Esq. of Boston—the amt. 
Bristol Aux. Soc. R. 1. per Wm. Muen- of a collection at a monthly concert 


scher Seeretary 20 00 of prayer, in Ludlow, Vt. : 11 00 
Donations— 


Presbyterian Church in Lansingburgh, 





The following, enclosing a handsome silver freemason’s medal, was received 
during the last month by the Treasurer of the society. . 

“ Phe enclosed medal, dear to me from the lively remembrance of scenes and 
representations which ,its ancient hieroglyphics but faintly delineate, I part 
with, as a token of my great interest in the caase of Christ, with this hope, that 
the Grand Master to whom [ have bound myself by the most solemn and edcred 
obligations will cause it to be disposed of to his glory. I yield it as a mite to the 


Treasury of the Lord, particularly for the benefit of that people who crucified the 
Savious, and now refuse to own his name. 

“‘ Highas my veneration is for that fraternity of which I am a member, yet high- 
er aré my obligations to Him who died for me, and other poor sinners, that we 
might live and reign with him for ever.” 

os 










Sreamaws Mangastug. 








He maketh the storm a calm, so that the waves thereof are still. Then are they glad becaus® 
they be quiet ; so he bringeth them unto their desired haven. Psalms. 
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For the Seaman’s Magazine. 


WHERE IS THE SAILOR BOY NOW ? 


One day as I was walking along a quay in this city, mine eye a 
caught the glimpse of some falling object, which seemed to have been 
violently precipitated from the mast head of a vessel into the water. : 
At first, 1 suspected that it must have been something belonging to 
the vessel, but after a moment’s reflection, I was partly persuaded 
that it was a fellow-mortal. Observing, however, a man hastening 
in his boat towards the place where the object had fallen, and being 
told by a gentleman standing near me, that if it were a_ person he be 
would probably be saved, my fears subsided. Seeing a hat floating ‘p 
on the water, | soon proceeded to the place and inquired of the man ae 
in the boat, whether the person who had sunk, had been seen to rise 
on the surface of the water: he answered, ‘‘ No’’—and seemed to 
be waiting to ascertain in what part he would probably rise. After - 
a few moments of awful suspense, an iron grappling was procured to be 
draw him out of the water. But all efforts in this respect were un- 
availing. The water being twenty feet in depth, it was the opinion 
of all present, that it would be impracticable for any one to plunge | 
into the water at such a depth in order to save the life of the indi- i 
vidual. O, whata-heart-rending scene! I knew not what to do. q 
It was a moment of solemnity and silence. The train of reflections | li 
which I had, I can but faintly describe. Surely, thought I, here is iW 
an immortal being in the very agonies of dissolution. After a few 
more struggles, the lamp of life will be extinguished, and: the spirit 
will stretch its pinions for eternity. Perhaps it has already left its 
tabernacle, and entered upon its everlasting destiny. | 




























*« Up to the courts where angels dwell, if 
It mounts triumphant there ; i 
Or devils plunge it down to hell ‘4 


In infinite despair.” es 


O, how solemn the consequence of this hour! Being in some’mea- 
sure agitated, | sprang into the boat, resolving to plunge and make 
one effort to find the body ; but being told that it would be useless, 
and that I too might share the same fate, I desisted from my under- 
taking. ‘The corpse was shortly raised from its watery bed, and con- 
veyed to the quay. It was a ‘sailor boy,” at the age of thirteen. 
All possible means for resuscitation were used. But they were in L 
vain. The soul, that vital principle, had fled—and the lifeless re- i 
mains before us, seemed to be a memento, that at all times-we should F 
he ready for our departure. 


























































670 The Christian Captain. 


In view of the scene which has just been deéstribed, I call upon 
those who traverse the deep, to consider the’ uncertainty of their 
lives. One who was in the bloom and vigour’ of health, and in a man- 
ner unexpected to himself and his shipmates, has been ushered into 


- the unseen world. 


“ Our life is ever on the wing, 
And death is ever nigh ; 

The moment when our lives begin, 
We all begin to die.” 


Frequently have you seen those with whom you have been ac- 
quainted, overtaken by the raging storm, or dashed upon the quick- 
sands of death, cease their earthly existence. Every hour you are 
liable to fall before ‘‘ the king of terrors,’’ and find a watery grave. 
It is true the morning, serene and cloudless, may dawn upon you— 
your prospects for a happy voyage may brighten. But soon the 
clouds may gather—the howling tempest may rise, and effect your 
speedy dissolution. Nor should you forget your liability to accidents 
and diseases. How many have fallen from the top of the mast head 
into the mighty waters, without any previous admonition! How 


‘ many by the violent stroke of some of the ship’s materials, have sunk 


to rise no more? How often, too, have vou seen those with whom 
you have associated, pine away by sickness, and mature for a grave 
in the depths of the ocean! You may be convinced of the precari- 
ousness of your lives, not only by these facts, but by the word of God. 
“‘ Boast not thyself of to-morrow, for thou knowest not what a day 
may bring forth. Be ye also ready, for in such an hour as ye think 
not, the Son of man cometh. For what is your life? it is even a 
vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.” 
It is therefore indispensable that you seek that change of heart which 
is enjoined in the Gospel. There is no time to lose. What you do 
in preparing for eternity, must be done soon: ‘ for the night cometh: 
in which no man can work.” Sa 
OBSERVATOR. 


THE CBRISTIAN CAPTAIN. 
From an Agent of the Merchant Seamen’s Auxiliary Bible Society. 


October, 1822. 


Tue captain of one vessel having left his card at my office at a 
time when I was absent, I visited her a second time. When he 
found me on board, “I am always glad to see you,” he said; and, 
notwithstanding he was anxious to weigh anchor, he mustered the 
whole of the crew, putting the question to each man, ‘‘ Have you a 
Bible ?” and spoke in the presence of all of them, and many strang- 
ers, of the privilege of being brought underits heavenly influence. 
Each man, who had not a Bible, said he should be glad to have one, 
and the captain seemed much pleased with the idea, that every indi- 
vidual under his command would now possess one ; he had so much 
confidence in his ship’s company, as to paythem their month’s ad- 
vance before the ship left London, acircumstance I believe neve: 
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known before, a8.it respects a free trader. 1 never visited a ship of 
this description before, where | found the crew so uniformly con- 
sistent. The custom-house officers and others said, they had not 


heard an oath since they had been on board: this was certainly a , 


very extraordinary thing, when the extent of the crew is taken into 
consideration, forty-four in number; one of whom said, ‘‘ Our cap- 
tain is a Christian and a father to us all, and were I to leave this ship, 
I don’t know where [| should find such another.”’ A strange gentle- 
man observed, on seeing so many sailors purchase the Scriptures so 
readily, and on seeing the captain interest himself so much in their 
spiritual welfare, ‘* This is a sight 1 never witnessed before, and I 
never shall forget it.”” Sold twenty Bibles. 
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JOURNAL OF THE BETHEL FLAG. 
(Continued from page 608.) 


Friday, January 11.—Bethel meeting was held at Mr. G’s. in Wa- 
ter-treet. The President of the Union opened the meeting with a 
few remarks, calling the serious attention of seamen, and others, to 
the object for which they had assembled. ‘The exercises were the 
same as usual, and at the conclusion, tracts and books were distri- 
buted among the seamen, of whom there were fourteen present. 

Tuesday, 14.—Meeting,was held at Mr. W’s, Water-street. Rev. 
Messrs. T'ruair and Chase were present, and the latter commenced 
the exercises. Two of the committee addressed the meeting and 
prayed. One of them who had not been present before, said,—his 
heart rejoiced at what was doing for the benefit of seamen, ‘ Yes, 
(said he) ’tis for you who traverse the ocean that these meetings are 
held, and prayer offered upto Almighty God for your precious souls, 
which are precious to Christ who has suffered and died to redeem 
them. O, they are of infinite value. You labour night and day 


while crossing the ocean, for the safety of the sbip which contains a ~ 


cargo of immense value. But O, what is that to be compared to the 
value of yoursouls, which your bodies carry about across the track- 
less ocean from port to port. If you were as much concerned for 
the safety of your souls, and laboured as hard to conduct them to the 
haven of eternal rest, through Jesus Christ, as you do your ships and 
cargoes to the desired port, what happiness it would give ? yes, hap- 
piness beyond description.” 

Another member said, ‘‘ I feel for all in this room, and within the 
sound of my voice. I feel so much the importance of this meeting, 
I hope you will forgive me if | intrude on your patience. My dear 
fellow-immortals, I invite you to the care and practice of religion ; 
it may seem strange that it should be necessary for me to plead the 
case with you ; | cannot be silent—I am inviting you as rational crea- 
tures to embrace religion. O, that it may possess your souls with 
indignation against youyselves, that you embraced it nosooner, May 
I lift mine eyes and my soul to God, may I devote myself to him for 
your salvation. O, my dear brothers and sisters, go to the throne of 
grace, and there seek that grace which may snit your present cir- 
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~ cumstances, and” be effectual to produee_the ‘fenits* of holiness and 


usefulness.” co 

The value of the soul was earnestly presented by another mem- 
ber as 4 motive to holiness. He observed, ‘surely you may say, 
the sooner I give myself to Christ, the better; what though the resi- 
due of my days be cut off ; what though I leave many expected 
pleasures in life untasted ; is it not enough that what is taken from a 
mortal life, shall be added to a glorious eternity, and spend those 
days and years in the presence and service of Christ, in all my la- 
bours on earth. ‘Now is the accepted time, now is the day of sa)- 
vation,’ ”’ &c. 

The Rev. Mr. Truair then made a short address, with observations 
on what had been said, and urged them on the hearts and feelings of 
all present. A sailor then arose and said, ‘‘O, do forgive me for in- 
terrupting you, I cannot refrain from speakingy » Glory to God for 
what my eyes see and ears hear. O, my dear shipmates, if you 
could fee} the importance of these meetings, you would not put off 
repentance one moment longer.”’ 

The meeting was then closed with prayer by the Rev. Mr. Chase. 


_ Some of the reports of the Marine Bible Society, Port Society, and 


Bethel Union, the Christian Herald and Seamen’s Magazine, and 
tracts, were distributed. 

Tuesday, 21.--The number of seamen presént was larger than 
usual, and more persons attended than could be well accommodated ; 
yet there was profound attention during the whole.exercises. ‘The 
chairman of the committee, (who favours us with reports of the 
Tuesday evening meeting,) in recording an account of the exercises 
of the evening, exclaims, ‘‘ How dreadful is this place! This is 
none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of, heaven! ‘A 
ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached unto heaven : 
and beheld the angels of God ascending and descending on it; and 
God said, arise and go up to BETHEL, and dwell there.’ ”’ 

The exercises as usual, consisted of prayer, exhortations, and 
singing» Anaged member of the committee, whohas followed the seas 
thirty or’ forty years of his life, addressed his shipmateés in nearly the 
following terms. ‘‘O, brother-seamen, how often have you cast a 
longing eye towards those shores to which you were bound, and 
wished #6-pass the sea, the boisterous, unpleasant, dangerous sea, that 
separated you. What is that to be compared to the shores of eternal 
bliss ? O that some glad tidings may be carried to heayen fromthis room 
to night, where angels will rejoice, and saints shout aloud with joy. 

«¢ The Lord has condescended to make you a short visit this evening. 
Is it not delightful to behold this gate to heaven, and will it not be 
more so to enter into it? Is it not delightfulto receive the visits of 
Jesus for an hour ; and will it not be infinitely, moreso to dwell with 
him for ever? O that we could all say, Lord when I dwell with thee, 
I shall dwell in holiness, for thou art holiness; I shall dwell in love, 
for thou thyself art love ; I shall dwell in joy, for thou art the foun- 
tain of joy.. Lord Jesus come quickly, and new, while we are in the 
house of God, and near to the gate of heaven, give us now admit 


tance, and never be separated from thee in time or eternity.”’ 
+ (To be continued.) 








